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Furman ALUMNI NEWS
and the District of Columbia. He received 
numerous awards and medals, including 
Parachute Wings, Bronze Star, Air Force 
Commendation Medal and 12 Ribbons 
with Two Oak Leaf Clusters Major Battle 
Star. He served for a time as pastor of 
Rich!eld Baptist Church in North Carolina 
and was a member of the Retired Of!cers 
Association and Disabled American 
Veterans.  
Marie Byrd Gregg ’51, September 14, 
Greenville. She taught at Augusta Circle 
Elementary School.
Charles Lewis Pearson ’51, September 
29, Greenville. He worked with the 
Life Insurance Company of Virginia and 
J.C. Penney Co. before retiring from the 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation.    
G. Raymond Bodie, Jr. ’52, October 25, 
Bogart, Ga. He was a Methodist minister 
for 25 years at churches in South Carolina, 
Massachusetts and Virginia. In Norfolk, 
Va., he was founding pastor of St. John’s 
Church. After taking early retirement from 
the ministry, he began a second career 
as a real estate broker and investor in 
Hampton, Va., where he owned and 
operated Peninsula Homes, Inc. He served 
as chair of the Board for Low Income 
Housing and was active in the development 
of Great Oak Apartments for the Elderly 
in Newport News, Va. He also worked with 
the Assisted Housing Development and the 
Newport News Homeowners Association.
Johnnye Murdock Uldrick ’53, 
November 21, Raleigh, N.C. A music 
teacher, she taught in schools in South 
Carolina, Florida and Maryland, and also 
gave private lessons. She was a member 
and director of the Anne Arundel County 
Concert Association throughout the 
1970s and 1980s.   
Sophie Fisher McKissick ’54, October 
6, Greenville. An avid tennis player, she 
was active in community affairs.
Malba Mozelle Gardner Starrett ’54, 
November 5, Fairview Heights, Ill. 
Frances Bell Thesing ’54, September 
13, High Point, N.C. She was an elementary 
school teacher.
Harry Edward Tibbs ’54, September 17, 
Birmingham, Ala. He served in the armed 
forces as chaplain’s assistant at Fort 
Holabird, Md., during which time he was 
also interim organist at the National Cathe-
dral in Washington, D.C. A graduate of the 
Eastman School of Music and the University 
of Michigan, he was the !rst full-time 
American pupil of noted French organist 
Jean Langlaise at the Church of St. Clotilde 
in Paris. In 1983 he received the Palmer 
Christian Award given by the University 
of Michigan to a distinguished doctoral 
graduate. He became a professor of music 
at Samford University, where he chaired 
the keyboard division and was university 
organist from 1959 until his retirement in 
2002. He was active on the boards of a 
number of organizations, played numerous 
recitals in the United States and Europe, 
and designed more than 50 pipe organs in 
the South, including the Samford Memorial 
Organ at Southside Baptist Church. He was 
past president of the Birmingham Music 
Club, president of the Birmingham 
Chamber Music Society, and dean of the 
Birmingham chapter of the American Guild 
of Organists. For 25 years he was organist 
for the Alabama Symphony and received 
the Silverbowl Award for outstanding con-
tributions to music in the Birmingham area. 
Lillie Ballard Westmoreland, M.A. 
’55, September 13, Greenville. She was a 
teacher, guidance counselor and principal 
for many years in upstate South Carolina 
and was the !rst adult guidance counselor 
at Greenville Technical College. In 1958 
she was selected Teacher of the Year at 
Easley High School. She co-authored a 
history of Pendleton Street Baptist Church 
and helped establish a neighborhood 
DES MOINES UNIVERSITY, 
a health sciences institution, 
has named Angela Walker 
Franklin ’81 its 15th president. 
She succeeds Terry Branstad, 
who left the position in 
October 2009 to make what 
became a successful run for 
governor of Iowa.
Franklin was scheduled to assume her new duties 
March 1. She is the !rst woman and !rst minority to 
lead the school.
She goes to Des Moines from her position 
as executive vice president and provost at Meharry 
Medical College in Nashville, Tenn. A native of 
McCormick, S.C., she earned her Furman degree 
in psychology and went on to receive a Ph.D. in
clinical psychology from Emory University.
At Meharry she had academic and administrative 
oversight for three schools within the college, as well 
as other departments. She was acting president during 
the summer of 2009 and held a professorship in the 
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences.
Before going to Meharry in 2007, Franklin spent 
20 years at Morehouse School of Medicine in Atlanta, 
where she held a number of positions: vice dean, 
associate vice president for academic and student 
affairs, associate dean for student affairs and curricu-
lum, assistant dean for admissions and student affairs, 
director of counseling services, and assistant professor 
of psychiatry. 
Founded in 1898, Des Moines University has 
1,821 students and is the only private medical school 
in Iowa. It offers graduate-level, professional degree 
programs in osteopathic medicine, podiatric medicine, 
physical therapy, physician assistant studies, health 
care administration, anatomy, biomedical sciences 
and public health.
Franklin told the Des Moines Register, “There are 
a lot of schools that really focus more on research. Not 
to say that Des Moines doesn’t do research, but their 
primary reason for being is . . . delivery of health care
in a very socially conscious kind of way, taking care 
of the needs of the people.”
Larry Baker, a member of the presidential search 
committee, praised Franklin’s academic background 
and experience and told the Register, “She has really 
risen through the ranks of academic medical schools.”
Franklin is in her fourth term as a member of the 
Furman board of trustees. She has been an American 
Council on Education Fellow and is a 2004 protégé of 
the Millennium Leadership Institute, which is sponsored 
by the Association of State Colleges and Universities 
to prepare the next generation of leaders in higher 
education. In Nashville she has served on the board 
of advisors of the Oasis Center, a youth development 
agency, and has been a member of the Tennessee 
Women’s Forum.
FRANKLIN TAPPED TO HEAD IOWA INSTITUTION ................................................................................................................................
mission for children. In 1962 she was 
named Outstanding Woman of the 
Year in the !eld of religion by the
Greenville News-Piedmont. She was also 
a published poet, and she chaired the 
Pendleton District Historical and 
Recreation Commission for 12 years. 
She was on the board of the South 
Carolina Education Association and the 
Boys Home of the South and was a loyal 
supporter of Miracle Hill Ministries. 
Other memberships included the state 
Association of Women Deans and 
Counselors, Delta Kappa Gamma women 
teachers honorary society, Daughters 
of the American Revolution, Daughters 
of the Confederacy, and the South 
Carolina Pharmaceutical Auxiliary. In 
her mid-70s she spent several months in 
Peru, teaching children of missionaries. 
Herman Joseph Williams, Jr. ’55, 
October 23, Mineral, Va. A retired minis-
ter, he served churches in North Carolina, 
Texas and New York. For 20 years he was 
curriculum research program director at 
Union College in Schenectady, N.Y. After 
retiring in 1997, he was active in the 
Goshen Association and Rural Institute 
of Theology and served as interim pastor 
in several churches in central Virginia. At 
the time of his death he was working with 
John Leland Seminary in Arlington, Va.  
Lillian Pearl Gibson Bryant ’56, 
September 8, Clemson, S.C. She was a 
!fth grade teacher in Greenville County 
schools for 22 years.
Campbell Eugene Carroll ’56, 
September 13, Norwood, N.C. He was 
a Navy veteran of World War II, having 
served on the battleship USS Swearer. He 
went into the ministry and served Baptist 
churches in both Carolinas for more than 
50 years. He was also a counselor in the 
Columbia, S.C., area for many years.
B. Carroll Owenby ’56, September 8, 
Dunn, N.C. He was a Baptist minister in 
North Carolina for almost 50 years, after 
BUBBLY HELP FOR LAKE RESTORATION
ANYONE TAKING a leisurely stroll around the Furman lake in recent 
months has likely noticed a bubbly new water feature.
Could it be some sort of Loch Nessian monster rising from the
depths? Another campus fountain? A Lawrence Welk-inspired music 
department production?
Actually, the bubbles are by-products of the lake restoration plan 
launched several years ago. They come from !ve recently installed 
“aeration/destrati!cation” systems, which sit on the lake #oor and 
help boost the oxygen supply, lower water temperature, and reduce 
sedimentation (muck accumulation) and growth of algae. 
Scot Sherman, director of campus planning, says low oxygen levels 
and high temperatures create an environment where algae thrive. He says 
the lake lacks vertical “turnover,” or top-to-bottom and bottom-to-top air 
#ow. The new equipment works to increase the vertical rotation of oxygen.
Other plans for improving the lake include dredging to help increase 
water levels, adding rain gardens, and reducing the mowing of grass around 
the lake’s shore.
A deeper lake will take longer to heat in the warmer months, slowing 
the buildup of algae and bacteria. More rain gardens will help protect the 
lake from fertilizers, oil runoff from roads, and other sediments, thus allow-
ing water to #ow into the lake more naturally. 
Less frequent mowing of the lake shore serves much the same pur-
pose, as higher grass helps !lter surface runoff. Mowing less also reduces 
emissions and costs associated with labor and fuel.
All these plans are part of ongoing efforts to restore the health 
of the lake, and perhaps once again make it available for recreational use.
which he taught at Heritage Bible College 
for 10 years. He was pastor of Freedom 
Baptist Church in Salemburg at the time 
of his death.
Lewis Frank Vernon ’56, October 29, 
Atlanta. He was a U.S. Army veteran and 
had retired from IBM. 
Ansel Kay Gambrell ’57, August 26, 
Honea Path, S.C. He was pastor of Baptist 
churches in South Carolina, New York, 
Kentucky and Ohio, and was pastor emeri-
tus of First Baptist Church in Miamisburg, 
Ohio. He was a U.S. Army veteran of 
World War II.
Margaret McClain Keith ’57,
September 1, Charlotte, N.C. With her 
husband, Fletcher, she launched the Keith 
Clinic of Chiropractic in 1959 and worked 
there for 50 years. For 20 years she also 
operated her own accounting and real 
estate management company, Metro 
Management.
Millie Fogle Stanton ’58, September 
29, Santa Ana, Calif. 
Mary Frances Brinson ’59, November 
11, Greenwood, S.C. She was a member 
of the Augusta Genealogical Society. She 
was also active with the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and had recently 
been accepted into the Huguenot Society.
Don Carlos Whitmire ’61, October 16, 
Port Angeles, Wash. He served in the U.S. 
Air Force from 1950 to 1954 and later 
worked as a department store window 
dresser, maintenance worker, photogra-
pher and aircraft parts inspector. 
J. Bradley Fowler ’62, September 18, 
Charleston, S.C. He was a civil rights 
activist and in the 1960s was deeply 
involved with President Johnson’s War 
on Poverty. He served as director of new 
careers with the Of!ce of Economic 
Opportunity in Charleston and in the 
1970s was director of the Coastal Plains 
Human Development Council in Beaufort 
County. In addition to his efforts in the 
Lowcountry, he worked as director of the 
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